


When an area is severely damaged by off-road 
vehicles (ORVs), there are a number of different 
ways to repair the landscape. The most effective, of 
course, is to restore the landscape’s original slope 
contours, stream banks and vegetation communi-
ties. Unfortunately, this method can be expensive 
and take considerable time and expertise.

However, there is a lot we ordinary outdoors-
(wo)men can do to restore our favorite landscapes. 
Often, simply blocking off-road vehicles from a 
damaged area will allow it to recover on its own. 

Here are a few options to consider when decid-
ing how best to block a damaging route or area:

Check with the local land management office. 
Doing your own restoration work before getting 
permission may be illegal. Furthermore, they may 
be able to provide valuable help in designing and 
building your project. You should at least be sure of 
the legal status of the routes you want to block. 

Heavy construction
Obviously, the best way to protect an area is to 

make it impassable, constructing a heavy fence or 
moving large rocks or logs (ORVs can get around 
lighter barriers). This kind of blocking requires 
two things: that you have the equipment neces-
sary to move and install large objects, and that 
the area has a “choke point” where you can build 
a barrier that cannot be easily bypassed. If there 
is no choke point, you may have to build a fence 
or a wall (say, bordering a route that goes through 
a wide meadow). 

Light construction/erasing tracks
Know your psychology. While most off-road-

ers report that they prefer to ride “off established 
trails,” many are not willing to be the first person 
to break a barrier or punch into a pristine area. 
Therefore, even if you cannot build a heavy bar-
rier, you can still give an area enough of a “go 
away” look to stop most people from driving there. 
Here’s how:

1.	 Erase the tracks. Wipe out previous evidence 
of vehicles with rakes, a branch, or your foot. 
Scatter small rocks, branches, leaves, and anything 
else over the tracks. “Plant” dead trees upright in 
the dirt—most people will assume the tree grew 
there (this is a good technique for pinyon-juniper 
woodlands). Try to erase any indication that this 
is a good place to take a vehicle. Even if you can’t 

erase the tracks completely, it often works just to 
make the place look like it hasn’t been used for a 
long time or might pop a tire.

2.	 Make a small, visible barrier. Make a clear sign 
that this route is supposed to be blocked. Stack up 
something that an off-roader would have to get off 
a vehicle to move: a stack of dead brush or branch-
es, a little stacked rock wall, a rope or chain or stick 
strung across an opening (tie some flagging on it, 
though, so no one gets clotheslined).

3.	 Put up a sign. This is best to do in partner-
ship with the land management agency—let them 
know where you’ve done your work so they can 
go out and put up official signs. Whatever kinds 
of signs you use, though, remember the following 
tips. First, signs with an American flag sticker on 
them are far less likely to be vandalized. Second, 
a sign reading something positive like “restoration 
area” is more likely to be obeyed than a sign that 
reads “road closed.” Using logos from cooperat-
ing groups also helps reduce vandalism.

DownStream

We want to thank 
everyone who 
participated in 

BRWC's two 
very large and 

important 2008 
restoration 

projects including, 
first and foremost, 

Camp Chef, for 
their support and 
wonderful Dutch 

oven dinner for 
110 volunteers 

in Millville 
Canyon and 

secondly, Jeremy 
Nivison and KSM 

Music, for the 
awareness concert 

in Providence 
Canyon.

Thanks also to the 
following for their 

support during 
our Providence 

Canyon project, 
where another 

hundred dedicated 
volunteers 

participated.

They include the 
bands: Bruce 

Moulton; Way 
Way East Bay; 
Strictly Naïve; 
DJE Band; and 

speakers Jennefer 
Parker (Logan 

District ranger); 
Garth Barker; 

Steve Edmunds 
(U4WDA); and 

Randy Simmons 
(Providence 
City mayor.

Do-It-Yourself Restoration
How Weekend Warriors Can Help Protect the Land from Off-Road Vehicle Damage

Continued on next page

Making sure signs are placed and barriers maintained 
are essential tools to discourage irresponsible users.
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BRWC has announced it will launch a new 
program called Friends of the Canyon. It will 
be comprised of citizens concerned about the 
welfare of our local canyons.  All members of 
the community are invited to make a difference 
by simply keeping their eyes and ears open to 
questionable activities that could impact wild-
life habitat, public lands, and our community's 
open space.

BRWC hopes to create a separate group for 
each of the local canyons–Friends of Millville 
Canyon, for example.

For each group we hope to  enlist a designated 
contact person that will help coordinate commu-
nication and disperse information between the 
Logan Ranger District, volunteers, and others.

Friends of Providence Canyon is just get-
ting underway with the help of Deb Roghaar, 
a Providence resident, who has volunteered to 
be the contact person. She is excited about the 
potential to make a difference saying, "We all 
love the canyon and have never known exactly 
what could be done. This effort is a small and 
simple way for everyone to help improve the 
quality of the canyon."

If you have questions about Providence please 
contact Deb at droghaar@gmail.com. 

BRWC hopes to create other groups in 
Millville Canyon, High Creek Canyon, Hyde 
Park Canyon, Maple Bench, and Smithfield 
Canyon.

For more information about our Friends 
program or if you would like to help organize 
a local group, please contact Meg Hawks at 
meghawks@gmail.com.

4.	 Check up on your spot. Be prepared to repair 
your work. Often a barrier will be removed or 
vandalized, but if you replace it, the trespassers 
will usually give up. If you can, check on your 
barrier after one week, then after one month, then 
two months, then if it’s holding, once a year. 

5.	 Cultivate stewardship. Does your favorite 
spot have some problems nearby? Maybe there’s 

a spot you’ve stopped going to because of the 
damage but would like to reclaim. While it’s great 
to get together a big group for a single weekend 
project, restoration projects work best when they 
receive regular maintenance. You don’t have to 
be a scientific expert or have a big federal bud-
get to take responsibility for the stewardship of 
your backyard—you just have to be able to move 
rocks and sticks. So go out and get started!

Spring 2009

Sponsors for our 
2008 restoration 

projects 

• Back Country 
Horsemen

• Bowhunters of 
Utah 

• Boy Scouts of 
America

• Bridgerland 
Audubon Society 

• Bridgerland 
Mountain Bike 
Patrol

• Bridgerland Trail 
Riders Association

• Cache Critical 
Lands 
Conservation 
Campaign

• Cache Valley 
Mushers

• Caffe Ibis
• Camp Chef 
• Clif Bar
• DWR's Dedicated 

Hunter Program
• Einstein Bros. 

Bagels
• International 

Mountain 
Bicycling 
Association

• KSM Music 
• Macey's Food and 

Drug
• Oneida Narrows 

Organization
• PetZen Products 
• Stokes Nature 

Center 
(featuring Iditarod 
musher Sue 
Morgan)

• USU Extension, 
Bear River 
Watershed

• USU Outdoor 
Recreation Center

• USU Parks and 
Recreation Club

• Utah 4-Wheel 
Drive Association 

• Utah Backcountry 
Volunteers

• Wasatch Outlaw 
Wheelers

BRWC Announces Friends of the Canyon

One effective deterrent is to stack rocks 
to indicate an unauthorized route. Visit 
the site often to repair the vandalism 
that will most likely occur, which will 
eventually lead to a successful restora-
tion effort of the impacted area.
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BRWC's upcoming 
Friends of the Canyon 
volunteer guide.



Special 
thanks to the 
following for 
their past and 

continued 
support

• National 
Forest 
Foundation

• REI

• Patagonia

• JEPS 
Foundation

• Fund for 
Wild Nature

• Xmission.
com

• Caffe Ibis
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BRWC
P.O. Box 404
Richmond, UT 84333-0404

Bear River Watershed Council

Bear River Watershed Council Needs Your Support!

Are you interested in becoming a member of BRWC or involved in Project MUD? Please complete the form below and return it 
with your donation to BRWC, P.O. Box 404, Richmond, UT 84333-0404  or contact brwc@BRWCouncil.org

Membership in BRWC is just $20 a year. Dues fund Project MUD and help offset the cost of educational information made 
available to the public at community fairs and events. Only a small portion is used for administrative overhead, thanks to our 
charitable supporters.

Yes, I would like to become a member of BRWC. My $20 check is enclosed for a one-year membership. In addition, I would like 
to make a donation in the amount of $_________.

Name____________________________________________			 

Address__________________________________________________         

City____________________________State/Zip______________________

Day Phone_________________________         E-mail__________________________	 I'd like to volunteer________

                                     BRWC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Your donation is tax deductible. Thank you!

This year, BRWC has chosen Meg Hawks to coordinate our 
Motorized Use Data Project  (MUD). The position is partial-
ly funded in conjunction with the Utah Conservation Corps. 
In the past, this cooperative program has provided BRWC 
with the assistance to hire conservation-minded individuals to 
help BRWC provide much-needed data and to create several 
smaller restoration projects. This season, Meg will also coor-
dinate our new Friends of the Canyons project. She will work 
with local citizens on simple ways to make a difference in our 
local canyons.

Meg is from Clinton, Utah, and attended BYU Idaho in 
Rexburg where she received a Bachelors of Science degree in 
Recreation Leadership.

believes that everyone has the 
right to use our public lands 
but no one has the right to 

abuse them.

Meg Hawks, 2009 MUD Coordinator.

2009 MUD 
Coordinator Chosen


